
 

 

Success in Sigomere Ward 

Through a Rotary Grant, money raised by middle and high school kids and donors was combined with 

money from the community to build 13 spring protections. 10,000 people now have access to safe water.  

In addition to providing financial support, the community brought rocks and fed the workers. Data on these 

springs is being tracked to ensure sustainability.  Before protection they were full of Coliform and E.coli; 

now the majority of the bacteria has been eliminated.  More impressive is preliminary health data: 

Cooperating with the Kenyan Ministry of Health, we are able to track disease and mortality at the 

household level.  Information was gathered six months before and after the protections were built. The 

data shows a dramatic drop of 67% in diarrhea and 63% in mortality in the households using those springs. 

Lunjere, our first spring protection is now over a year old.  Six months before we did the protection 30 

people died in 198 households. In the last 6 months 2 people died.  This is probably the result of not only 

clean water but also the efforts of RoseYogo (community Health Officer)  and her CHWs in addressing 

malnutrition in 0-5, treating malaria at the household level and latrine building which have all played a part 

in this drop.   Total Cost of project: $13,000.  Thank you donors! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

Before and after spring protection. 

Saving Lives with Clean 

Water! 

 
 Polluted Spring 

 

 



A New Cash Crop 
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Turns out haying is a big cash crop. Interestingly in a 

county of 842,000 people, our farmers in the Sigomere 

Organic Agriculture Program are the only ones 

producing hay. Recognizing this the County Ministry of 

Agriculture brought in seeds and gave a two day 

training.  There are now 16 farmers producing hay.  

They sell all they can produce.  To Paskalia’s right a row 

of napier grass can be seen in her push/pull plot.  It is a 

trap crop attracting the steam borer moth and then 

putting out a gum that captures the grub when they 

hatch out.  You may have heard that there is an 

infestation of army worms in Africa.  The same plant, 

desmodium, seems to also work the same way with 

these worms.  Paskalia’s feet are surrounded by 

desmodium.  It increases milk production one third.  

The farmer teachers began haying the napier grass.   

 

Our agriculture training program Sigomere 

Organic Agriculture Program (SOAP) has 

grown to 1000 farmers trained.  Wisely many 

of them stored 2 years of maize and did not 

sell it.  This meant they had food this past 

year during the drought. In addition to 

feeding themselves and paying school fees, 

they are joining cooperatives to market their 

products.  Hay, Tea Mbolea, (a top dressing) 

traditional vegetables and poultry are 

popular agribusinesses.  Sasa Harambee 

partners by raising money for marketing 

infrastructure.   

Thankfully, the rains came this season so 

there will be food in Sigomere. 



Champions on the Ground 

Four scholars supported by Sasa Harambee donors are finishing their final months of education. 

Collines Ndar with a diploma in Early Childhood and Special needs children now teaches the early 

childhood class at Hawaygaya and also is a college instructor in those areas. He is on the board of 

Together We Succeed, the community organization addressing people living with disabilities.  After 

six years of hard work, Mary Shikuku has taken her last class and is now seeking employment with 

a newly minted BA in Accounting and a CPA.  Joackim Ondiege, sponsored since 9th grade, is 

finishing up a 3 year certificate in Agriculture.  Joackim is currently partnering with Sasa Harambee 

to write grants for our agriculture program.  Future donations will allow us to provide permanent 

employment.  Julia  Mungayo , sponsored since Secondary School,  is now finishing her two year 

degree in medical records.  There are many jobs out there in that field.  Our scholars program are 

carefully chosen from the community and are attending post-secondary training. Usually, support 

addresses living expenses.  A new requirement is that they work in the Sigomere community for 

three years in graditude for the support they received from Sasa Harambee donors.  All four 

scholars have surmounted many obstacles.  Your support of them has been a crucial piece of their 

success.  Thank you to all who have been instrumental in making this happen! 
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The Power of Partnership 

 

A review of our records revealed that we recently passed $1,000,000 in support.  This achievement 

could not have been realized without the support of our amazing donors and partners!  A big 

thank you goes out to several individual donors, Engineers Without Borders, Friends of Africa 

Education and Rotary International.  Your support has also allowed us to attract the Kenyan 

government as a strategic partner.  More detail is available upon request.  Only 1% of these funds 

have been used for overhead, making 99% of your contributions available for program costs.   

 

  



Join Us in Kenya 

 

In June, 2018, a group of adults will be visiting Sigomere to help the community build a playground 

for the disabled children of small home.  All are welcome to join us.  Cost including international 

air travel for a two week trip is approximately $4000.  That includes a 2 night safari in the Masaii 

Mara. The price is higher if we rent a car or you stay in less spartan digs.     

In July, we will take young adults (at least 11th grade) to work on the playground and get to know 

students at the Secondary School level.  Visitors are welcome for 2-3 day stays anytime Carol is in 

country.  Let me know if you are interested in any of these options.  Come to Sigomere to see how 

a community development project is making a big difference. Let me know if you or a student you 

know is interested in joining us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Children living at Small Home receiving 

food boxes from Feed My Starving 

Children.  

 

Carol and visiting Rotarian Curt 

Harris ride picky, pickys.  Cheapest 

transport other than walking.  Upon 

request or traveling on major roads 

we can rent a car.   



Building on Success 

 

Sasa Harambee has a very aggressive budget for the next 12 months.  Currently we have one full 

time paid program assistant in Kenya.  In order to scale up our efforts we need to expand staff.  

We would like to train more farmers at $70 a farmer a year.  Our growing cooperatives need 

startup money for communal storage ($1000 ea), a feed grinding mill ($100) and brooders ($1000 

ea) for chicks.   Our model is to have the cooperative members donate a percentage of the cost 

and then pay for usage.  Will you help us continue the success in Sigomere Ward?  Your donations 

can be processed through our website at http://www.sasaharambee.org/   

Other ways to give 

We are participating in an Evergreen Rotary 100 holes of golf fundraiser on June 15th.   I will not 

actually be there but in Michigan I and my sister commit to walking around the block with spoons 

on our noses for an hour.  Go to http://100holes.evergreenrotary.org and join the fun. 

#2 when buying from Amazon instead of logging into the amazon site like you usually do log into 

AmazonSmile.  Same products you are used to.  Amazon donates .5% of the price of eligible 

purchases to Harambee Inc. ( our IRS name) We do business as Sasa Harambee. 

 

http://www.sasaharambee.org/
http://100holes.evergreenrotary.org/

